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“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exa representation of his being, sustaining all thigs

by his powerful word. Hebrews 1:5”

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

We wish you all a joyful and
blessed Christmas as you cele-
brate the birth of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior.

Christmas is celebrated in
Indonesia beginning the first
week in December and contin-
ues through January. The first
“natalan” we attended was at
our Indonesian Sponsor’'s Bible
College. The theme was
“Become Examples of Christ”.
This celebration included sing-
ing Christmas carols together in
Indonesian, special music, a
very active drama depicting a

modern story of Joseph, a ser-
mon admonishing us to be ex-
amples of Christ through
SIKIP—being sensitive to the
needs of others, taking the ini-
tiative , being creative, being
intuitive , and being produc-
tive. Food is always included at
celebrations; everyone received
a boxed chicken dinner.

The BSD congregation (fifteen
minutes from our house) is
holding their special service on
December 20th. Pdt. Jaka will
preach on Blessings and Bob
will give a Christmas meditation.

Ciracas, Kedaun, and Aceh

congregations are holding their
celebrations Christmas Eve.
See separate articles.

AN EMERGENCY
We had planned to drive to
Salatiga, Central Java, Decem-
ber 21st (12 hr. drive) to spend
Christmas with our son, Mi-
chael, wife, Corrin and five chil-
dren. But Jan’s mother in her
90th year just fell and broke her
femur right below her hip. Jan
is rushing home to California to
help her sister care for Mother
in this stressful time following
this trauma and the surgery to




repair it. At this time we only
know she’ll arrive Monday De-
cember 14. We'll keep you
posted.

UPDATE ON CIRACAS

CHURCH
The “church” building in Ciracas
still cannot be used for services.
They are being monitored very
carefully. The church is meeting
in homes every Sunday. Their
goal is to find a “ruko” a 2 or 3
story building in a commercial
area where they would be al-
lowed to meet. Their Christmas
service (natalan) will be held
Christmas Eve at a member’s
home.

A VERY SIMPLE CHRISTMAS

By Evang. Bintang Maharso

This is the Christmas season.
To Christians here in Indonesia,
Christmas is a very special time.
Churches start taking offerings in
October to use for large celebra-
tions in December and January.
A big party is one way we ex-
press our joy for the birth of Je-
sus Christ our Lord and Savior,
God’s gift to the world.

This year the Kedaun congre-
gation wants to celebrate Christ-
mas with simplicity. This is be-
cause we don't have a lot of
money, but our enthusiasm to
celebrate Christmas is great. We
are going as a group to the
ocean and collect mussels and
crabs to cook for our Christmas
meal. This main dish will not
cost us anything. We are going
to use the money we've collected
to buy food and goodies to make
up special baskets and take
them to our neighbors who are
struggling economically. We feel
this will help our neighbors to feel
a little of our Christmas spirit.
We hope it will help us become
closer to them. We plan to cele-
brate in a simple way, but one
that won't lose the meaning of

Christmas as we remember our
Lord came into this world in a
very humble manner, that is born
in a manger.

HOLIDAY TREES IN
AMERICA - CHRISTMAS
TREES IN INDONESIA
| read and hear disputes over
“politically correct,” holiday trees
in America, “Land of the Free,
Home of the Brave,” founded on
Judeo-Christian principles. Then
| walk into an Indonesian super-
market, largest Muslim nation on
earth and ask three little store
clerks standing there, “What do
you call these evergreens for
sale here?” and they answer,
"Pohon Natal - Christmas Trees”.
And | ask myself, why don't
Christians in America have this
same freedom? Oh | know WE
can call them “Christmas trees,”
but the store clerks can’t. With a
claimed 85% majority either
Christian, Jewish or positive
about these religions, what has
happened that the 15% can get
away with dictating the perform-

ance of belief of the other 85%?
We are told the primary value in
America has become tolerance,
But somewhere in this life and in
this world, there are certain
things that have real conse-
quences and are unchangeable
no matter how we try to talk
around them. Calling them politi-
cally correct “holiday trees” isn't
going to stop them from being
Christmas trees to honor the
Christ.

PRAYER & PRAISE
PRAISE FOR:
1. Gifts received and promised
for Bob’s birthday fund to be
used for the INTINI evangelist
training night school total $7200.
2. Bob and Jan being restored to
full health.
3. A healthy, enthusiastic, and
productive staff.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

1. Ciracas Christian Church’s
right to meet in their building.

2. Full title on the Bukit Indah
property.

3. General Fund Income to hold
steady.

4. The full recovery of Jan’s
Mother.

5. Christmas services here in
Indonesia to reach out to the
unsaved.

6. Progress on our training
school for unpaid church planters
7. That we publish and begin
distributing “Rencana Penebu-
san” in January.

8. Our all team meeting in Feb-
ruary.

9. Continued safety for our
evangelists in Aceh.

10. Wisdom and guidance for
Bob and Jan and fellow evangel-
ists.

CHRISTMAS APPEAL

We manage with a small salary
to stay solvent most of the time,
but an accumulation of things
had me planning payments
through March—then came Jan’s
emergency trip to the U.S. So |
am borrowing from my pension
plan for all extra expenses to
have no unpaid bills entering
2010, but | must repay to the
pension plan $4,456. Your
prayers and your gifts marked
pension will be gratefully re-
ceived. Merry Christmas to all.

FINANCE REPORT
General Fund Income
November income $2,810.83
Average to date $ 4,394.67
Needed per month  $ 4,648.007
*Reflects continuing drop of the
dollar.
75th Birthday Fund

for INTINI $ 7,200.00
Book Publishing  $ 3,035.00




